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BEN HUR SHRINE 

CHARTED AUGUST 16, 1892 

7811 Rockwood Lane 

Austin, Texas 78757 

Phone  512-480-0812 

www.benhurshrine.org 

secretary@benhurshrine.org 

recorder@benhurshrine.org 
 

BEN HUR OFFICE HOURS 

Mon - Fri 9:30am to 2:30pm 

Closed on Major Holidays 
 

ILLUSTRIOUS SIR  

JAMES MCCONNELL 

2025 POTENTATE 
jemcconnel@gmail.com   512-750-5242 

 

  CHARLES MADDOX..CHIEF RABBAN 
 charlesemaddox@gmail.com    512-567-6744 
 

   FRED MAYNARD…ASSISTANT RABBAN 
 Fred.maynard@att.net     512-422-0452 
 

RICKY HAYES…..HIGH PRIEST & PROPHET 
hayesre1@yahoo.com     512-914-7077 

 

RONALD SPEAKS…...ORIENTAL GUIDE 
poppyspeaks@msn.com     813-365-0101 

 

 

BILLY J JAMES………………………..TREASURER 
 billjjames1@gmail.com    512-925-6676 
 

SAM STIMSON, PhD…………………..RECORDER 
 sstimson70@gmail.com      512-796-4179 
 

CHARIOT EDITOR ……….. Sam Stimson, PhD 
 

Webmaster/Designer……… Diane Reid 

APPOINTED STAFF  (Cont) 

Entertainment Committee 

Chef Ernest Owney, Russell Hur, Russell Jones, 

Dee Davis, Brenda Willis Scholin Lana Stone, 

Deloris Shaw, Dave Harnden, Mike Sanders, 

Michele Sanders, Jeff Schlieve, Cristal Schlieve 

Insurance Chairman 

 Gerald “Jerry” Carruth 

Insurance Committee 

Ill Sir Jim Mcconnell, Potentate,  Charles Maddox, 

Chief Rabban, David Caylor,   

Sam Stimson, PhD , Recorder 

Legal Counsel 

 Gerald C. “Jerry” Carruth 

Masonic Relations 

 Open 

$100 Million Dollar Club 

 Charles Maddox, Assistant Rabban 

Parade Marshal 

 Ron Speaks,  Oriental Guide 

Parliamentarian 

 Gerald C. “Jerry” Carruth 

Photographer 

 James Heineman PP 

Public Relations 

 Fred Maynard 

Sickness & Distress 

 Nobility 

Transportation Chairman 

 Vance Brown 

Social Media 

 James Heineman PP 

Membership Chairman 

 Fred Maynard 

APPOINTED STAFF 
   

Chief of Staff 

 Charlie Farnham, PP 

Office Manager 

 Aliya Spivey 

Building & Grounds Manager 

 Russell Hur 

Chaplain 

 Ted Robertson 

Colonel of Units 

 Charlie Farnham, PP 

Donor Relations 

 Ricky Hayes, High Priest and Prophet 

Master of Ceremonies 

 Mike Sanders 

Fund Raising Chairman 

 Jeff Schlieve 

APPOINTED DIVAN 

Temple Director - Chris Garner 

Captain of the Guard - David Harnden 

Outer Guard - Raul Scully  

1st Ceremonial Master—Russell Jones 

2nd Ceremonial Master - Ted Robertson 

Ceremonial Asst. Rabban—  

Marshal - David Martin 

STATED MEETING 

Ben Hur Shrine meets on the 3rd Thursday of the 

month.  The next stated meeting will be Mar 20 

2025. YOUR 2025 DUES CARD IS REQUIRED! 
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Potentate  messages—jemcconnell@gmail.com 

Nobles and Ladies 

 

One of our first events will be at the Shriner Children’s Texas Mardi 

Gras Parade in Galveston on March 2. The float will be there along 

with the Divan, and we are invited to El Mina Shrine for food 

afterwards, I hope you can join us there.  

 

We have contracted with Thomas Carnivals for the following dates.  

 Friday 3/14 – Sunday 3/23 Dell Diamond 

 Tuesday 3/25 – Sunday 4/9 at Pinballz in Buda 

Bring you family and have some good clean fun old school and help raise funds to run 

the Shrine. 

We are also having one of the most fun nights at the Shrine in our Flappers & Gents 

Casino Night on March 22 

 

For those Units that compete at TSA, things will be a little different this year with 

practice’s and the parade on Friday, Competition’s with award on Saturday, Party on 

Saturday night 

 

We have scheduled a Night under the Stars for the Potentates Ball for Saturday April 

12, 

We will be having an Old Time Membership event scheduled for Tuesday September 9, 

with our own Director’s staff providing a Fish Fry. This will be open to Nobles, Masons 

and Guest’s ( Men Only). So invite any of your brothers, friends, neighbors to come 

out and meet us.  

 

Remember Shriners come from your lodges, so be sure to support and attend your 

blue lodges 

 

Fraternally 

 

Jim McConnell 

Potentate 
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Chief Rabban - charlesemaddox@gmail.com 

Illustrious Sir, Imperial Sir, Illustrious Sirs, and Nobles all,  

Thank you for electing me to be Chief Rabban for the 2025 year. 

Emily, Alexandra, and I cannot thank you all enough for the support shown as we 

continue on to 2026. We are all Stronger Together.  

 

A couple of events coming up:  

Thanks to the coordination of Ill. Sir Chuck Jones, we are once again sponsoring 

Thomas Carnival at both Dell Diamond in Round Rock, and Pinballz in Buda. The 

Carnival will be open at Dell Diamond from March 14 – March 23; and at Pinballs 

from March 27 – April 6. This is an excellent opportunity to invite friends and 

family and enjoy some fun! 

 

After a hiatus in 2024, our famed Casino Night is returning! The theme this year is 

Speakeasy, so dress to the nines as a flapper girl or gangster guy. Saturday, 

March 22 at 7:00pm at Ben Hur Shrine. If you want to deal blackjack or poker, 

please let me know. We already have a slew of dealers but can always use more. 

Tickets are $50/person and $90/couple. As usual, this will buy you $10,000 in 

chips. There will be hors d'oeuvre available, and our bar will be open. At the bar, 

remember: Only A Shriner Is Serious. RSVP by March 15 by calling the temple: 

512-480-0812.  

  

We are finalizing plans to bring back the circus this year too. Stay tuned for updates.  

Finally, Texas Shrine Mid-winter in San Antonio was a success. Alzafar put on great 

entertainment and pulled out all the stops on their hospitality. Their success only raises 

the bar for us when we host Mid-winter in 2026 

Fraternally, 

 

Charles E. Maddox, Chief Rabban 

Ben Hur Shrine No. 58 

512-567-6744 



March2025 5 

Oriental guide - poppyspeaks@msn.com 

Getting to know my OG counterparts at the Texas Shrine Association 

Mid-Winter meetings during 05-08 February was an exciting time for 

your new Oriental Guide. Establishing these bonds with my counterparts 

should help me to be more effective and efficient in my service to you 

and our Temple.  

 

By the time you read this; I will be at the 2025 Oriental Guide Shrine Leaders 

Conference in Tampa. If my head hasn't begun to spin out of control; I'll share some of 

what I learn there with you and try my very best to put it to good use for you and Ben 

Hur Shrine. Again, I thank you for allowing me this opportunity and this great honor 

to serve you. RON SPEAKS  

Recorder - sstimson70@gmail.com 

Just a few short words. We have started a new year and I am 

tasked by Imperial to review everyone's Webfez Claim status. Your 

Claim status determines those areas you are allowed to visit on 

Webfez and make changes to records. All Club and Unit officers 

should have the authority to make changes to their club/unit roster 

in the database. Divan will have more authority. I will be providing 

authority (Limited) to the new OG. Possibly more when he finishes 

training. 

If you have been to the Temple recently you will have noticed new trash and 

recycle bins. These have a locking bar on them and will keep out persons who are 

not members of Ben Hur Shrine. The keys to the locks are in the garage on black 

plastic chains by the garage door. As you exit the garage they are on your right. 

Some people still struggle to make the deadline for article submission. The editor 

would really appreciate timely drop off of your articles/advertisements. The 

deadline is the 15th of the month. If at all possible a few days before that would 

really be appreciated.  

This is a busy time of the year for all of us. TSA, Potentate Balls, Association 

Midwinter meeting. It is also the cold and wet. So as you are out and about keep 

warm and don’t catch the Flu. 
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Dear Fellow Nobles, 

Do you remember what belly laughing was like when you were a kid? Do you 

remember being entertained by someone who can make you smile with their antics 

and how they dress? How would you like to be on the giving end of that feeling? If you 

want to find out how it feels, then you may want to think about being a clown for the 

Shriners of Ben Hur. Nothing beats seeing a child laugh or making fun of you and 

having a great time, or watching kids waving to you and screaming for you to give 

them a high five and take a picture with them. And let us not forget the adults. 

Running after an adult who has a fear of Clowns and seeing his or her family crack up 

in laughter is something everyone will remember. The feeling you have after a parade 

or function is nothing that can be described only felt. We are looking for a few good 

men and women who want to entertain. Don't be afraid to try. After all, no two Clowns 

are alike.  

If you would like to talk feel free to contact me. I would love to visit.  

Still Funny After All These Years, (no matter what you say) 

Macaroni DeFrancisis 

clowns 
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A Star is Born 

August 1891, the Austin Statesman reports that Ben Hur Potentate and Judge D. W. 
Doom are currently in Chicago and have carte blanche from Ben Hur Temple to secure 
all the latest and most entertaining attractions for the use of the Shrine in the fall and 
winter of 1891.  Judging from their well-known taste and experience in such matters 
those who contemplate joining as well as those who are now members can be assured 
of a season of unusual pleasure and useful and entertaining experiences.  All of this is 
in preparation for the ceremonial and institution of Ben Hur Shrine Temple by 
Illustrious Noble George Green of Hella Shrine Temple of Dallas, Texas.  Noble Green 
has declared that jurisdictional bounds have been suspended and any masons wishing 
to join the Mystic Shrine at the ceremonial and institution of Ben Hur Temple are 
welcome to do so.  So far ninety-three candidates from all over central Texas have 
expressed their desire to join.  Notable Shriners representing Kansas, Iowa, New York 
and Ohio have already arrived to participate in the festivities along with Texas Grand 
Lodge officials. 
October 15, 1891, on this day Ben Hur Shrine Temple will be instituted at the Masonic 
Temple with the grandest and most imposing masonic ceremonial ever witnessed in the 
South.  For weeks goods and paraphernalia have been arriving by freight and express 
for this event.  Shriners and those waiting to participate in the ceremonies are made 
happy. 
 
By proclamation of the Imperial Grand Council directed to the Commander of this 
jurisdiction, Illustrious Potentate of Hella Shrine, George H. Green commanding him 
with his followers to enter upon and make a pilgrimage across the hot sands of the 
desert to the oasis of Austin for the purpose of instituting the new Temple of Ben Hur 
and confer the Orders upon such that may desire the true light and assume the Arab’s 
Vow.  May the camels snort with glee and the dervishes laugh as scores of novices 
attempt the Arab’s path. 
 
The rules of the order decreed that all street parades must have camels with enough to 
furnish one each for the three “most holy sheiks” which must in parades be led by 
attendants in Arab garb.  Nobles Morse and Doom have contracted with Barnum and 
Baily Circus for six camels to be delivered to Monroe Millers Livery Stable. 
 
There will be a practice meeting in the morning with a business meeting to follow 
where necessary business will be conducted.  First section of the ceremonial will follow 
with the second section where the novices will experience the hot sands of the 
desert.  A grand banquet with tables set for three hundred nobles will be on the roof 
top of the Austin Hotel.  The ladies dinner will be at the relatively new Driskill Hotel 
with an evening of theatre performances. 
 
It was also reported that ninety-nine masonic applicants were initiated at the Scottish 
Rite Temple. 
 

Gene Freudenberg PP/Historian-Chariot March 2025 

Credit: Austin Statesman Oct 1891 

history 
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Around the district 

Austin Lodge #12 3rd Monday at SRCT 

Colorado 96 3rd Monday in Webberville, Texas 

Texana #123 1st Monday at Ben Hur Shrine Center 

Onion Creek #220 1st Thursday in South Austin 

Parsons #222 2nd Wednesday at the LSCB 

Hill City #456 1st Tuesday at SRCT 

University #1190 1st Thursday at SRCT 

T Neal Porter #1354 2nd Tuesday at LSCB 

San Gabriel #89 2nd Thursday in Georgetown 

Robert Burns #127 4th Saturday in Round Rock 

Round Rock #227 3rd Tuesday in Round Rock 

Post Oak Island #181 1st Thursday in Beaukiss 

Norton Moses #336 3rd Monday in Leander 

Florence #338 Full Moon Saturday in Florence 

Liberty Hill #432 2nd Saturday in Liberty Hill 

Solomon #484 2nd Thursday in Taylor 

Live Oak # 304 2nd Monday in Kyle 

Buda #800 1st Monday in Buda 

Rambo #426 4th Thursday in Dripping Springe 

Wimberly #1445 2nd Tuesday in Wimberly 

Centennial #500 1st Saturday (Feb, May, Aug, Nov) SRCT 

Blazing Star #413 3rd Monday in Marble Falls 

Henry Thomes #278 1st Saturday in Smithwick 

Bertram #583 3rd Monday in Bertram 

Scottish Rite 1st Wednesday at SRCT 

Colorado Commandry 2nd Monday at LSCB 

Ben Hur Shrine 3rd Thursday. Dark June, July and Aug 

National Sojourners 4th Wednesday at Holiday Inn Mid Town 

Stated meetings 
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BE SURE AND CHECK WWW.BENHURSHRINE.ORG FOR 

 LATEST DATES AND TIMES. CALENDARS CAN CHANGE. 

March 2025 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      1 

Motley Brue 

RENTAL 

RENTAL 

2 

Sons of 

Hermann 

3 

Texana 

#123 

4 

RENTAL 

5 

LOH 

RENTAL 

Supreme 
Worthy 
President 

6 7 8 

9 

DST 

(SPRING 

FORWARD) 

10 11 

Mini-Bs 

RENTAL 

12 

Trailblazers 

Charioteers 

13 

Provost 

Guard 

HLSC 

14 

LOS 

Shrine Nite 

Offsite 

15 

Spring 

Concert 

16 

RENTAL 

17 

St. Patricks 

Day 

18 

Directors 
Staff 

RENTAL 
Provost 

19 

Nile 

York Rite 

offsite 

20 

BHS Stated 

Transporters 

21 

RENTAL 

22 

Casino Night 

23 

Nile 

24 25 

RENTAL 

26 27 28 29 

LOS 

Installation 

30 

RENTAL 

31 

RENTAL 
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BE SURE AND CHECK WWW.BENHURSHRINE.ORG FOR 

LATEST DATES AND TIMES. CALENDARS CAN CHANGE. 

April 2025 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 

RENTAL 

2 

LOH 

RENTAL 

3 4 5 

Motley Brue 

RENTAL 

6 7 

Texana 123 

8 

Mini B 

Board Mtg 

RENTAL 

9 

Trailblazers 

Charioteers 

10 

HLSC 

Provost 

Guard 

11 

LOS 

12 

Potentates 

Ball 

13 

RENTAL 

14 15 

Directors 

Staff 

Provost 

RENTAL 

16 

Nile 

RENTAL 

17 

BHST Stated 

Transporters 

18 19 

RENTAL 

20 

EASTER 

SUNDAY 

21 

EASTER 

MONDAY 

BHST Closed 

22 

RENTAL 

23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 

RENTAL 

30    
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GOLF UNIT - There's a lot of interest or curiosity at Ben Hur for reviving the former Golf 

Unit. Illustrious Sir Boyce Freitag has helped compile the following list of interested No-

bles who have expressed interest: Chris Braziel - Justin Byers - Brad Cole,PP - Lew Cu-

ratolo - Romeo Denghel, PP - Charlie Farnham, PP - Ray Foster - Boyce Freitag, PP - 

Ricky Hayes, PP - Jim Hollis - Russell Hur - Ill Sir James McConnell - Jack Neal - Chad 

Preece - Chris Preece - Mike Sanders - Lee Schnelle - Ron Speaks - Jim Weatherly - Carl 

Winters. If any Noble has an interest - please contact Ill SIR BOYCE FREITAG (512) 461

-8175 BoyceFreitag44@gmail.com or RON SPEAKS (813) 365-

0101 PoppySpeaks@outlook.com 

golf 

georgetown shriners 

GEORGETOWN SOCIAL GROUP "CHAT 'n CHEW" - We met for a hearty breakfast at 

Simmer Down Cafe, 4701-1 Williams Dr on 18 February for our usual Big Guy & Gal 

Stuffing, which always comes with lots of Laughter and Good Cheer. Come join us for 

the next Chat 'n Chew. Sorry, boring speeches are not permitted, just old-fashioned fun 

and fellowship. RSVP RON SPEAKS at PoppySpeaks@msn.com 

Ben Hur Lizzyteers  

March 2025 

  

Greetings Nobles, Lizzyteers have updated their bylaws and 

name to coincide with the change from Tin Lizzie’s to Jeeps. 

We honor our heritage from the Lizzyteers and now move 

forward as the Ben Hur Honey Badgers. We will have a quick meeting immediately 

after the stated meeting at the Scimitar bar. Anyone interested in joining the unit is 

welcome to attend the meeting or can talk to any of the unit’s officers at any time. 

We look forward to representing Ben Hur shrine during this year’s parade season, 

and growing the unit and the Shrine.  

mailto:BoyceFreitag44@gmail.com
mailto:PoppySpeaks@outlook.com
mailto:PoppySpeaks@msn.com
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Save the date 
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This page could be used by the 

trailblazers, charioteers, motorcycle 

club, directors staff, shotgun or any 

unit that needs to make the nobility 

aware of their fund raising 

opportunities.  

 

It doesn’t have to be much, just let 

everyone know what you are up to. 
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Ben hur living past potentates 

1991 Boyce Freitag 
1995 Gene Freudenberg 
1997 Ronald Harrison 
2000 Loren Orme  
2002 Ronnie Lee 
2004 Ronnie Jackson 
2005 Silas Powell, Jr. 
2007 Robert “Fred” Park, Jr 
2008 Charles Farnham 
2009 James Smith (PIP) 
2011 Michael Ford 
2012 Edward Whitmore 
2014 Thomas Hauss 
2015 Edward Bromstad 
2016 Earl Robertson 
2017 Brad Cole 
2018 Gregory Rye 
2020 Romeo Denghel 
2021 Romeo Denghel  
2022 Dennis Motley 
2023 Chuck ‘Fester’ Jones 
2024 James Heineman 
 

           ASSOCIATED 
 —————————————————————-- 

1991 Eddie Daffern (Khiva) 
1995 George Auer (El Kalah) 
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CHARIOT BOOSTER CLUB 

YES! I WANT TO BE A BOOSTER 

Enclosed please find my check in the amount of $_______ 

 [  ] ONE LINE (single name) - $25 per year 

 [  ] ONE LINE (Mr. & Mrs. or two names) - $25 per year 

 [  ] TWO LINES (Yours and your Lady’s name on 2 lines - $45 per year 

NAME(S): _____________________________________________________ 

       _____________________________________________________ 

Mail to the Temple Secretary. 

NOTICE: Did YOUR name get dropped this edition? 

Remember to check the date following your name. Next edition will drop all dates to 03/25 ! 

Send in the form below TODAY with your $25 to become/remain a loyal booster club member. 

 

Greg & Ann Murrow 04/35 
Steve & Pat Koehn 03/35 
Ron & Jamie Dewees 03/29 
In memory of Gus Carlson 02/29 
Fred & Traci Maynard 01/28 
Jerry & Bea Hohman 07/28 
Charles & Emily Maddox 07/27 
Pat & Wanda McDavid 02/27 
The Count, Lady Denghel 
And Girlfriend Margaret 09/26 
Boyce and Jody Freitag 04/26 
Ron & Debbie Speaks 03/26 
Tom & Judy Schneider 02/26 
Charles & Kerry Campbell 02/26 
Charlie & Betty Farnham 02/26 
Ronald & Kay Harrison 01/26 
John Cooper 11/25 
Brian & Carol Vance 12/25 
In Memory of 
Margaret & Bob Kelly, PP 11/25 
In Memory of Vernon Milton 11/25 
David & Juanell Yeager 11/25 
Gerald “Jerry” Carruth 09/25 
In memory of Gail Carruth 09/25 
In memory of Stan Anderson 09/25 
Jack O Neal 08/25 
Jim & Donna King 08/25 
In Memory of Don Lee 07/25 
Billy D & Alice Edmondson 05/25 
In memory of Robert L. Ligon PP 04/25 
Margaret Shaffer 04/25 

Rickey Hayes & Angie Shaffer 04/25 
In memory of Byron Betncourt 03/25 
Jesse & Sharen Soliz 03/25 
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BLACK CAMEL REPORT 

                       

 

None Reported in february 

ED WEEREN 

INSURANCE AGENCY 

 

Laura’s Smiles Quilts 

Crafted by Laura Holst 

Specializing in T-Shirt & Memory Quilts 

LauraSmiles.com | 512-736-4392 
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If you wish to make a donation directly to our Shriners Childrens in Texas, here is the 

address. Make your check payable to Shriners Hospitals for Children—Texas 

Shriners Hospitals for Children 

Donation Department 

815 Market Street 

Galveston, Texas  77550 

Important notice 

If your address changes, please 

call the temple and let us know. We 

will update your info in the 

database. The post office charges 

us 74¢ for each incorrect address. 



Ben Hur Shriners 

7811 Rockwood  Lane 

Austin, TX  78757 

(512) 480-0812 
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TIME DATED MATERIAL 

DO NOT DELAY 

BEN HUR NOBLES WITH BIRTHDAYS IN MARCH 

 3/1 

Gregory A Murrow 

Michael E Sanders 
 

 3/2 

Jack O Neal 

James R Smith P Imp. P 

Joshua D Hood 

James C Funderburgh 
 

 3/4 

Terry G Spencer 

Mac L Cutler 
 

 3/5 

Vernon L Bracewell Jr. 

David L Hornbeck 
 

 3/7 

Jimmy S Weatherly 

Russell E Sellers 

Doyle E Hobbs 
 

 3/9 

Laymon D Stewart 
 

 3/10 

Charles E Ericson 

Gregory P Rye P.P. 
 

 

  
 

 

 3/20 

Alfred W Boulter 

Russell M Hur 
 

 3/22 

Jesus O Trevino 
 

 3/24 

Stanley A Penner 
 

 3/25 

Robert H Chamberlain 
 

 3/26 

George H Lester, Jr 

Bradley C Cole P.P. 
 

 3/27 

Donald R Walker 
 

 3/28 

Richard L Garrett 
 

 3/31 

Francisco Reyes 
 

  

 3/11 

Kenneth R Kolchier 
 

 3/12 

Harold R Towslee 
 

 3/13 

James C Wells 

Ferril C Smith, MD 

Mark A Watkins 
 

 3/15 

Kenneth J Aune 
 

 3/16 

Bernard R Casey 
 

 3/17 

Charles L Lacallade 
 

 3/18 

Tory B Bond 

Rafael Renteria 
 

 

 3/19 

James M King 

Larry G Spence 

Fred H Heidemann 
 

 3/20 

Randy E Anderson 

 

   

 

   

  

 

   


